
.t the best It is probab'ie that *11 trafficUJ5 military trains will shortly be

to
trie Huerta governmentto WrathIleal manifestation of the rebels "jatn*u* nroducing oil companies of the reiubltc^stertay canceled t^r contracts

rss^
railways is produced in the coast region

^rJv^n^tr^l <li-ted^r%« nK>st part ly Gen; ChadWo^^fUranS to Rear Admiral HeU-her that
*Ero?ll.ror~ru,s would not bemo;«ted,PreprS*ntative* of the
fwn -ivt-n to understand that fyther
bale of oil to the gov eminent railroadsIrould bf* regarded as too great a mani-

rtestation of friendship to the enemy of
Ihe constitutionalists.

Calls on President Huerta.

near Admiral Sir Christopher 'Cradock.
comruanding the British cruisers in Mexi¬
can water?, called on President Huerta
\ esterday afternoon. He was accom¬

panied bv the British minister. >ir I-ionel

I arden. and on his return to the lega¬
tion expressed himself a? highly pleased
at his reception.
He was entertained at dinner last even-

in* bv the German minister to Mexico.
Admiral Paul von Hintze. Nelson
O'Shaughnessy, the American charge
d'affaires, was a guest.
The rhambrr of deputies apprmed la. t

Tiierht President Huerta's use of the ex-

rcutive power in taking over the conduit
of the department of finance alter the
dissolution of congress. Four members
of the Catholic party voted against ap¬
proval. One of them, speaking in the de¬
bate «>n the measure, declared the tax

imposed on crude oil iniquitous arid
ruinous to the companies.
With rcspect to President Wilson s mes¬

sage government officials said a contin¬
uation of the waiting policy was the best
they had hoped for from the L nited

fcttla'tes.
... . ,

..The war department today published an

oder transferring Gen. Porfirio Diaz
, from the retired list U> th.- active list,
The order bear** dute ot Scpt^mbii - 1

NOT ALARMED BY NEWS.
' London Papers Believe Washington

Fully Realizes Mexican Situation.
LONDON. December :t..The Times is

publishing a fresh series of dispatches
from Mexico City calling serious attention

.v to "the desperate situation developing in

consequence of the attitude of the 1 nited
Statts. 1 and declaring that if the Amer¬
ican tactics of "watchful waiting" con¬

tinues to be pursued "there are no words
too strong to paint the disastrous results
which will ensue."
In an editpjial on these dispatches and

Pres.dent VTIlsoh s message, the I itnes
says:

We are convinced that these dangers
s^i'e rcjuiflfid ashin^ton as

*¦ - Mexico City. We shall be surprised if.
i .ien ijen. Huerta is got rid of. President

, ... son is yot found to have thought «»ut
to be reitdy. t© appl5?*a plan lor restor¬

es or*i«r. aud -, dweeut' government in
.iciar. ¦-"** ?

' ' ne Lqn3ou.mwniig papers com-
. I cad tfr tffeVIty bTTUe Presidents mes-
'

i.ijje. -The i-?tandard and Daily Graphic
A fee notreason, to ddtibt that th.- Presi-
, i«nts p6h<y will achieve the initial suc-
/ --os of ramoving Huerta.
,j Ahe Morning Post thinks President Wil-

ion is too sanguine in assuming that the
si downfall of Huerta would solve the prob-'fcm. and asks what he will do should
. Al«xico continue to be the prey of adven¬

turous generals and politicians.

MEXICAN VIEW OF MESSAGE.

Shows President Wilson's Bad Faith,
v t. Hufirta Again Says.
'

» MEXICO C/.TY, December 3..An out¬
law of the massage delivered by Presi-

.
' ^ent Wilson to Congress at Washington"
was prominently displayed by all the-
Sft&Biste morning newspapers today. The.

. paper printed in English.- however/;
' it ata - an jnside page. In;.cort»r
menflng on the message, the Indepen-"
diente. which is controlled by the gov¬
ernment, says:
"The man at the V'hite House has tried.' to affirm (against tile truth universally

conceded) that Provisional President
Huerta is losing sympathy every day and
that his fall is to be expected. It was
hardly believable that President Wilson
would have the temerity to assert such a
thing. He thereby gives testimony of his
bad faith toward things Mexican."
The Impartial says: "From a good

. source it is known that some of the for-
eign ministers accredited to Washingtoni' criticise the message severely. They say" it would be impossible to guarantee the

" re-establishment of peace and good gov-.

emment in Mexico if Provisional Presi¬
dent Huerta. whose vigorous efforts at
the pacification of the country are well
known, should leave the presidency."El Pais, the most independent of the
Mexican newspapers, says:
"President Wilson's words are so in¬

jurious and depressing, and at the same
time the charges he.makes against the
Mexican president are so unjusft, that it
is preferable to pass them by in silence
In order not to awaken anti-iAmerican
sentiment in Mexico."

. Only vague impressions of the actual

...contents <zi the messagr* were conveyedby the brief extracts published in the
* newspapers. The general conclusion wasJ! that President Wilson intends to keep hisX hands off and leave Provisional PresidentHuerta at the mercy of his enemies. To

the administration and its adherents this< « ourse is satisfactory. They declared to-.> day that since hope of recognttion Is
gone, all they desire is to be left alone.

The fact that no recognition Is accorded
to the rebel* la the message seems to be
a great relief to the followers of Huerta.

Mexican Events Show
Gen. Huerta's Regime Is

Failing, Day by Day
The flight of Gen. Huerta's generals

in northern Mexico, federal evacuation
I of the cltie9 of Chihuahua and Guaynias
and the refusal of Mexican oil com-

panles to furnish fuel for the move-
mcnt of federal troop trains were
pointed out by officials here today as

among the events to which President
\Nilson referred in his message to Con-
gress yesterday when he declared the
Huerta regime was crumbling "by a

; little every day."
Regarding discussion of whether the

constitutionalists, if successful in their
fight against Iluerta. will allow the
i nited States to reorganize the Mexican
government, men in close touch with the
revolutionary movement ?aid that such a
course will bs entirely unnecessary. While
these men expect the constitutionalist,
government, when established, to be en¬
tirely friendly to the United States, they
do not believe that the administration
here wants to mix in Mexico's internal
ailaira after peace is restored.

Watching to Continue.
Diplomatically t^ere have been no de-

velopments. President Wilson's state-
ment that this government would not. in
his opinion, l>e obliged to alter its policy j
of watchful waiting" was regarded as

forecasting a period of passive observa-
tion. with every eye of the government !
exercising', at the sa»ie time, a close scru¬
tiny on the safeguarding of foreigners
and their property.
Some diplomatists were inclined to see

in President Wilson's expression of hope¬
fulness that when Huerta has been forced
from power constitutional order would be
restored by the concert and energy ol
such of Mexico's leaders as prefer the

, liberty of their people to their own ambi-
i tions," an answer to the frequent iii-
J quiries in the foreign press as to whether
. chaos and anorchy would result if Huerta.
retired.

Doubt Queen s Action.
Diplomatic officials here had no advices

to support published reports that yueen
Wilhelmina, speaking for The Hague tri¬
bunal, had addressed a peace proposal to
Huerta. State Department officials were

«onfident that the United States would be
notified before any such proposal was
made.
Although the State and Navey depart¬

ments were without official advices over¬
night, unofficial reports that seven
federal generals in northern Mexico
Were ready to surrender to the consti
tutionaiists were read with keen in
terest.

italja,n .
ambassador, Marquis

i usam Confaionieri, in the course of an
extended conference today, discussed
the Mexican situation with Secretary
Bryan. <

.

Notifies Foreign Governments.
Secretary Bryan has sent to the Ameri¬

can legation and embassies abroad copies
of that part -of the President's message
relating to the Mexican policy of the ad¬
ministration. in pursuance of the plan
adopted months ago in keeping the great
European governments advised in that
respect.

today continuedirt its attitude of watchful attention to

«fe^dr£l0P^y>f.*he campaignof the Mexican.insurgent.leaders. ,it wis
pointed out in. $fl!claL cli^plefl-that at the
Present moment . the <*w»st*tu|k>nalist
party appears to be In actual possession
of more country and to have more num¬
erous armies in the field than did Madero
when he received notice of the over-

of porflrio ^iaz as President of
Mexico Consequently there is a general
^cachedeFe a cris4s has almost been

Meanwhile the American government is
giving attention to the case* of individ¬
ual Americans who are reported to be in

fwssikSgKAiss,:'sauj?s «2r5jaaal
closely advised of the situation in that
quarter.

1

GIRL IS BOUND TO TRACKS.

Ho Warrant Yet Issued Against Ufa*

Held in Michigan.
GRAND HAVEN, Mich., December 3-.

No warrant had been issued up to today
at noon against the man who was taken
into custody early today in connection
with the case of Hazel Paine, who was
found bound hand and foot on the rail¬
road tracks a few miles east of here
Monday night.
The girl, who is seventeen years old.

was rapidly recovering from her illness
and fright today, and the authorities
believe she will soon be able to assist
them materially in solving the mystery.
According to the officer. Miss Paine still

insists she remembers nothing from the
time she accepted candy from a stranger
until she regained consciousness after
having been rescued from in front of
an approaching train. It is said today's
investigation confirmed the opinion of tne
officers that the girl had recently under¬
gone surgical treatment.
The man now in custody insists he

was never acquainted with the girl, and
declares he will have no difficulty in
clearing himself.

Favorite heroes.Santa Claus
and Uncle Sam. Here is where
they meet in a book.

COUPON
Save it lor a Copy oF

THE

The Evening Star, Dec. 3, 1913.
Colonel Goethals says: 'Accurate and Dependable" I

HOW TO GET THIS BOOK
On recount <>? the »-<l>H*ational value and patriotic appeal of thistook. The Evening S! ir h.is ;irrH!ised with Mr Haskin to distribute

a limited edition uiuong i's readers for th« mere cost of production
<uid handling.

Jt is bound in liea\ y . 'oth. It contains 4W ¦pa«es, 100 illustra¬
tions ;in<1 diagrams. an index and two maps (one of them a beau¬
tiful hird's-cvi- view of the Canal Zone in lour colors). IT ISACTI AIjLY :» $2.00 VAI.n;

Cut th>r above couuon from six consecutive issues of the paper,
present them with 50 cents at our office, and a copy of the book
is yours. Fifteen rents extra if sent by mail.
OUR GUARANTKE: This Is not a. money-making scheme The

Ftar has undertaken the distribution of this book solely because
of its educational merit and whatever benefit there is to be derived
from the good will of those who profit from our offer. The Even¬
ing Star will cheerfully refund the price of the book to any pur¬chaser who is not satisfied with it.
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PROMINENT DELEGATES TO RIVERS AND HARBORS CONGRESS, AND
SPEAKERS AT TODAY'S SESSION.

FROM LKFT TO ItliiHT.(iKOKKE PARSONS MAYOR OF CAIRO, ILL.
MRS. PARSONS. W. K. KAVAKAlCrH OF ST. LOUIS, WILLIAM P. DOR
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J. S. AY. HOLTON. EM1L 1\ ALBRKCHT, ANTOINK BOl'RNONVILLK Ol-
1*111 LADKLI'HI A AN1> JOHN L. MfciSS MOItli OF ST. LOUIS.

Senator Ransdell Predicts a

"Great Bill" Will Pass
Present Congress.

2,000 DELEGATES ATTEND
THE OPENING SESSION

President Wilson, Unable to Be
Present, Sends a Message

of Encouragement.

The tenth annual convention of the
National Rivers and flarbors Congress,
consisting of 2,000 delegates, which be¬
gan a three-day meeting at the New
Wiilard Hotel today, greeted with a
great outburst of applause the declara¬
tion made by Senator Joseph E. Rans¬
dell of Louisiana, its president, that he
has "every reason to believe that we
will have a great rivers and harbors
bill at the present session of Congress."
.®e*nlj'. alertVto <atch the stentfloance

of .overstatement of its leaders and the
speakers before it, the convention took
it for granted that its resident has re¬
ceived satisfactory assurances that Con¬
gress will pass such a bill, for the pur¬
pose of urging which the rivers and har¬
bors delegates have gathered in Wash¬
ington, and they also applauded a mes-

"f®* froJ.m Pres'dent Wilson, who was
scheduled to speak, but who could not ie
present, in which he said:

President Wilson's Message.
"1 congratulate you on what the con¬

gress has already accomplished, not only
in awakening the country to the impor¬
tance of the great subjects it handles, but
also in bringing us within sight of a

time when all interests shail be har¬
monized and we shall be able to agree
upon a comprehensive and concerted plan
for the benefit of the whole courttrv.
Secretary'Lane of the Interior Depart¬

ment, who has recently served as the
mouthpiece of the administrat'on at
many conventions in Washington, es¬
pecially those in which the question of
states' rights has been expected to play
a part today, in place of Secretary
Bryan, delivered the President's message
to the rivers and harbors men and wom¬
en. He prefaced the reading of the let-

froro the White House with remarks
..^'s own* 'n which he said, in part:

I do not know whether you recognize
the fact, but to me it is most significant
that the people of the United States are
now coming together in many conven¬
tions, not to speak in behalf of any proj¬
ect in their individual states, but with a
national voice, in behalf of the nation
This is a new spirit in our public affairs,
I see in this audien«-c many Senators and
representatives who know that it is new,
and they will bear me out when I say
the time is not long past when all we eaw

j in Washington in the way of public effort
j was the spectacle of men coming here to
influence the government for selfish ends.

Advocate of Free Harbors.
"Now, when I was on the interstate

commerce commission a few years ago I
arrived at certain conclusions regarding
the development of the railroads and the
waterways of the country. There can
be no policy advanced in this country to
work against the interests of the rail¬
roads that will result in good to the
country generally. The railroads are vital
to our life. There is no other nation so
dependent upon them. The people of Cali-
fornia help to feed the people of New
York, and the people of New York help

.to manufacture for California's needs,
"But. when I was a member of the

interstate commerce commission I said
I that the first thing to be done in de-
veloping the waterways of this country
Is to separate the railroads from the sea.
to make tho ocean* and the rivers free
You will never develop water transporta¬
tion in this country by clearing sand from
must have free harbors. These harbors
must have rfee harbors. These harbors
in ro small part arr within the control
of you gentlemen from the different
state*, and these states have rights, and
these states of yours can play the most
lmi>ortant part in developing the water¬
ways by seeing that no railroad interests
control the harbors which give access
to the oceans.
"I believe, with my chief, my chief and

years, in making this country one of
greater opportunity, in which the natural
resources shall not he closed to those
of us who are not of a favored few."

Control Not Discussed.
Secretary' Lan«t discussed the general

question of state and federal coptrol only
in a general way. This question was ex¬
pected to come up on presentation of the
address of Rome Q. Brown of Minneapo¬
lis, Minn., former president of the Bar
Association of that state, a recognized
legal authority on water power matters.
But although Mr. Brown went into

the question of state and federal con¬
trol of water-power resources, he was
followed immediately by the annual ad¬
dress of Senator Ransdell, the president
.of the National Rivers and Harbors
Congress, and there was no discussion
on the lloor of the convention of Mr.
Brown's address. Whether there will be
later in the meetings delegates today
could not say.
Many delegates to the rivers and har-

bors convention were also delegates
and visitors to the .National Conserva¬
tion Congress held here recently, which
was nearly broken up by the quarrel
over state and federal control of water
powers. They listened closely to Mr
Brown's address, which went into the
history of the legislation andthe dis¬
cussions oflphe subject.
Mr. Brown said that the only, way to

stop the waste of water power in the
United States, which is now generally
admitted by all sides to the controversy,
is to encourage private capital to Invest.
He urged that all corporations engaged
in the development of water power be
made to take out charters as public
service corporations, which would bring
them under the coi trol of public utility
commissions, or, where interstate com¬
merce is affected, under the control of
the interstate commerce commission.

No Sharing1 of Profits.
Mr. Brown recommended government

regulation, but not government profit
sharing, ahel "no tolls or fees except
such as are necessary to cover the
cost of government inspection serv¬

ice," the grantee to provide navigation
facilities for the government.
The convention pursued the even

tenor of its way throughout the first
session, harmony being the evident
watchword, and its proceedings moved
with clockwork regu'arjty.
The delegates listened to addresses

from his excellency Domicio da Gama,
the ambassador of Brazil, and from
John D. Hazen of Ottawa, Canada, the
minister of marine and fisheries of the
Dominion.
Mr. Da Gama said, in part:
"The end of this congress is to give

and acquire knowledge. I cannot give
you more knowledge about Brazil than
you already possess. But I can Invite
you to come to Brazil to see for your¬
selves our rivers and., harbors and see
what Brazilians are doing tlwfe.
"We have come Bpontanecuiaiy. to ihe

lfn{te<} Stale* aad lSmabd here
something ofimr experience In'life, be
it political, social or industrial. In re¬
turn you should come to haw tile
lessons are applied, in another'lknd. Un¬
der different skies, by men of other tra¬
ditions. The trip is w»rth while."

What Canada Is Doing.
Mr. Hazen said, in part:
"For many years Canada has spent mil¬

lions upon millions of dollars for the pur¬
pose of building railways running from
west to east and east to west, for the pur¬
pose of giving transportation facilities to
the people living on the western prairies
and in other parts of the Dominion.
"Attention, however, is now being di¬

rected to the necessity of providing ade¬
quate facilities at the harbors throughout
the country, and of assisting in the car¬
riage of its products by means of better
water communication than is now avail¬
able, and as a result great works for the
improvement of Canada's waterways are
now in progress, and yet the Dominion is
but on the threshold of the development
that must take place in this regard. .

"The adequate equipment of the great
national ports of Canada has been a
matter of especial concern and attention
by the present government since it as¬
sumed office. The great works which are
now being caried on, on both the Atlantic
and Pacific coasts and on the great lakes,
for this purpose, is sufficient evidence
that the government is not only inspired
by good methods, but that it has entered"
actively upon the project of affording
facilities at all our great national ports
which will enable them to comjtete on at
least even terms with any ports on this
continent."
One interesting feature of the opening

session of the convention was the intro¬
duction, unexpectedly, of Frank Ellison,
now of Brazil, of whom Senator Bansdell
spoke as being the man principally re¬

sponsible for the formation and organiza¬
tion of the National Rivers and Harbors
Congress many years ago. Senator Rans-
dell said that Mr. Ellison had financed
the organization out of his own pocket
for many years, and that it could not
have come into existence without him.
Mr. ElfTson made a brief address to the
cheering delegates, telling them some¬
thing of his work in charge of a fleet
of river steamboats on the Amazon
river.

Navigating the Amazon.

"Vessels leaving New York and Liver¬
pool," he said, "regularly traverse the
Amazon for a distance of 2.0O0 mWes,
with twenty feet of water all the way,
during the lowest stage of the river. One
of our boats has a straight run farther
than from New York to Portland Ore.,
3,000 miles, and another has one of 2,800
miles."
George Clinton of New York was

named chairman of the resolutions com¬

mittee, and Edwin Gibbs of Cincinnati
chairman of the nominating committee.
Other members of these committees, at
large. were announced by Senator
Bansdell, president of the organization,
when it reassembled at 2 o|clock this
afternoon for the second session.
Following this routine work other ad¬

dresses were delivered, the following
being on the program for the afternoon:
"The Great l.akes and Connecting Wa¬

terways," by Henry W. Hill, president of
the New York State Waterways Associa¬
tion; "What Improved Waterways Would
Mean to New England," by William S.
McNary, chairman of the board of har¬
bor and land commissioners, of Boston,
"From the Mississippi to the Atlantic,"
by Senator Duncan V Fletcher of Flor¬
ida. president of the Mississippi-to-
Atlantic Inland Waterway Association:
"From tiio Mississippi to the Rio
Grande," by Representative George F.
Burgess of Texas, and "From Boston to
the Florida Keys," by Representative
J. Hampton Moore of Pennsylvania, pres¬
ident of the Atlantic Deeper Waterways
Association.
Senator Clarke of Arkansas, chair¬

man of the commerce committee of the
Senate, is expected to address the con¬
vention this afternoon, and tonight will
be known as "ladies' night" on the
program addresses being scheduled by
Mrs. William E. Andrews of Washing¬
ton. director i£hd member of the ex¬
ecutive board of the General Federation
of Women's Clubs, and Mrs. Sarah Wil-
lard Strout of Portland, Me., president of
the Woman's National Rivers and Har¬
bors Congress. . _ .

Claude N. Bennett of Washington, presi-
" it' "'

HOME U. BROWS.

dent of the Southern Society, will also de¬
liver an address, and the evening is to be
begun by a reception in honor of Vice
President and Mrs. Marshall and Speaker
and Mrs. Clark, in the ballroom on the
tenth floor of the Willard. where the con¬
vention Is being held, and which is open
to the public. »

Plead for Money for Levees.
A big delegation from the Mississippi

valley states, including about 100 citi¬
zens of Memphis, and with former Rep¬
resentative Catchings of Mississippi as

a principal spokesman, urged before
the rtbuse rivers and harbors eolnmit-
tee today an appropriation of sufficient
size to build permanent levees along
the Mississippi river to protect against
floods. They favored the Rarisdell-
Humphreys bill to provide for levees
to cost a total of 580,000,000, of which
the states would have to lirst raise
$^0,000,000, the balance to be appropri¬
ated by Congress. Many epoke in favor
of such legislation.

PASTOR IS THEIR GUEST.

Members of St. Anthony's Holy
Name Clnb Give Smoker.

The Holy Name Social Club of St. An¬
thony's parish entertained its pastor, Rev.
Thomas D. Williams, at a smoker in its
clubrooms last evening. C. F. Tansill
spoke highly of the aim and object of
the club. Thomas Gormly acted as toast-
master. Several piano solos were played
by Arthur McCreight. Among those pres¬
ent were Rev. T. D. Williams, II. E.
Brooks, C. C. Judge. J. Price, H. Eeis-
nitzer, C. F. Tansill, J. Tobin, A. Rodler,
J. Bond, W. Hetfield. R. Ralph, R. McGee,
VV*. MoCloskey, J. McCloskey, B. McClos-
key. A. McCreight, R. McCreight, A.
Beckert, B. Beckert, J. McPhaul, 1>.
Hardesty, X. Tansill, D. Ralph, T. Bean,
E. Thibodeau, H. O'Connell, E. Judge
J. McCarthy, R. Bakersmith, H Judge and
and It. Judge.

ASKS LIMITED DIVORCE.

Mrs. Laura Matchett Alleges Cru¬
elty and Inadequate Support.

Laura Matchett filed a petition for a

limited divorce today against Harry
Matchett, an employe of the govern¬
ment printing office, alleging cruelty
and inadequate support. They were
married May 1, 1909, and have two
children.
The wife alleges that her husband

struck her in the preserve of the chil¬
dren, and about three months ago beat
her so severely that she was compelled
to leave him. Since the separation, she
tells the court, he has given her only
$30, while he is in receipt of J100
monthly. She declares she Is now ill,
and dependent on the charity of her
physician for treatment and medicines.
Attorney Henry I. Quinn appears for

the wife.

Roosevelt at Bahia Blanca,
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Decem¬

ber 8..Col. Roosevelt today arrived at
Bahia Blanca, on the Argentina coast,
after passing through the territory of
Neuquen without incident.

Colombia Criticises Roosevelt.
MEXICO CITY, December 3..The Co¬

lombian congress severely criticises
former President Roosevelt in a commu¬

nication cabled to the Mexican senate
and chamber of deputies today. It ar¬

raigns Col. Roosevelt and tt^ govern¬
mental methods of the United States.
The communication was sent, it is ex¬
plained. "as a protest against intermedia¬
tion in 1-atin-Amerlcan affairs by the
colossus of the north." The communica¬
tion was considered in secret session, at
which it was decided to lay it on the
table.

Students to Be Guests of du Ponts.
Twenty-eight members of the senior

civics class of the Wilmington (DeL) High
School are to visit Washington tomorrow
and will remain here Friday and Satur¬
day as guests of Senator and Mrs. Alfred
I. du Pont. The pupils will visit this
city in the interest of civics, this being
an annual outing given by Mr. and Mrs.
du Pont. Miss Elizabeth Carlisle of the
faculty, civics instructor of the class, is
to have charge of the party.
Various places of interest will be visited

by the high schoolers. They wtll make
their headquarters at the Hotel Gordon.

WILLIAM S. Mc.VAHV.

REPORTS RIVER WATER
IS "HEAVILY POLLUTED"

United States Health Officer
Advises Against Bathing
Beaches on Potomac.

t-1

That the location of bathing beaches
on the Potomac river and the utilization
of raw river water would be an unjus¬
tifiable exposure to infection of persons
bathing therein is the conclusion reached
by John F. Anderson, director of the
hygienic laboratory of the United States
public health service, in a report read at
the gathering of civic workers in the
White House Monday night.
Congress has asked the Commissioners

for a report on the desirability of estab¬
lishing bathing beaches along the river
for white and colored persons. This plan
is disapproved by the representatives
of 120 local civic organizations who, at
the meeting held at the White House,
adopted a resolution favoring the locat¬
ing of swimming pools on playgrounds
and at other convenient places.
In his report on the condition of Po¬

tomac river water near Washington,
which was prepared at the request of
Edgar S. Martin, supervisor of play¬
grounds, Director Anderson states that
tests made indicate a water heavily pol¬
luted. The report, in full, is as follows:

Report by Mr. Anderson.
"I have your letter of the 26th in which

you state that a number of organizations
of the District of Columbia are interested
in the location of swimming pools
throughout the city and that a committee
has been appointed to make recommenda¬
tions in regard to the location of these
pools. You ask my opinion in regard to
whether it would be preferable to locate
the swimming pools in various parts of
the city and use the Altered Potomac
water or whether it would be equally
satisfactory to have the pools located
near the Potomac river so as to use the
untreated water from the river. In reply
to thie I would state the following:
"Since July we have been examining a

large number of samples of the raw Po¬
tomac river water collected between a
point in the river known as Three Sisters
and Criesboro Point, both of which are
above the outlet of the sewage pumping
station. These samples frequently con¬
tained the colon bacillus (which is taken
as an index of pollution) in amounts as
small as one-thousandth of a cubic centi¬
meter and always in amounts as small as
one-tenth of a cubic centimeter; and the
number of bacteria in the water collected
from the above mentioned points was fre¬
quently as high as 95,000 per cubic centi¬
meter. Such findings indicate a water
heavily polluted, and in my opinion per¬
sons bathing in such water, unless the
water has previously been treated by
some method of purification, would un¬
doubtedly be exposed to infection with
certain water-borne diseases.

Same Conditions at Bock Creek.
"We have also made a considerable

number of examinations of the water
of Rock creek and have found practi¬
cally the same conditions present there
as have been detailed for the water in
the Potomac river.
"From these findings I must neces¬

sarily conclude that the location of
bathing pools near the banks of the
Potomac with the utilization of the raw
river water, or the location of the pools
near Rock creek with the utilization of
the raw Rock creek water, would be
an unjustifiable exposure to Infection
of persons bathing therein.
"For many reasons it seems to me

that the plan that has been suggested
of having a number of bathing pools
located in different portions of the city
is by far the preferable one. In this
way the filtered water supply could
be used, so that there would be a con¬
tinual stream passing through the pool,
and the possibility of infection thus
greatly reduced, and the bathing pools
would be rendered much more acces¬
sible to many more people than if lo¬
cated in one single locality."If I can be of any further assistance
to you, either by furnishing data or
by appearing before your committee
and discussing the subject I shall be
very glad if you will call upon me."

JOIN SPUGS TO WAR
ON USELESS GIVING

Hundreds of Capital Women
Heed Pleas of Mrs.

August Belmont.

MERCENARY CUSTOMS
OF CHRISTMAS SCORED

Hardships Resulting Are Graphical¬
ly Depicted.True Spirit

Desired.

An audience of nearly l.OOS. mostly
women, but with a fair sprinkling- of
men. In the auditorium at Woodward
& I-othrop's today heard Mrs. August
Belmont tell of the genesis of the Spug
movement in New York a year ago. At
the close of the meeting practically
every one in the audience signed a

membership card, handed over a dime,
the amount of the annual due*, re¬

ceived a Spug pin and became a full-
fledged member of the Society for the
Prevention of Useless Giving.
The gathering, which was under the

auspices of the women's division of the

Washington branch of the National
Civic Federation, was a thoroughly rep¬
resentative one. including scores of
women actively engaged In various
forms of welfare work in the National
Capital. Also the Women's National
Rivers and Harbors Congress adjourn¬
ed until 1 o'clock, and the delegates at¬

tended the meeting in a body.

Purposes of Movement.
The meeting was called to order by

Mrs. Archibald Hopkins, chairman of
the women's division, who explained
briefly the object of the assembly. Miss
Maude Wetmore of New York followed
Mrs. Hopkins, and gave an outline of
the Spug campaign in New York.
Miss Gertrude Robinson-Smith, chair¬

man of the Vacation Savings Fund of
New York, told how the idea of establish¬
ing a savings fund among working girls,
with which to defray the expense of sum¬
mer vacations, originated, and said that
through a tremendous falling off in tlu
amount of the deposits in this fund short¬
ly before Christmas last year attention
was directed to the terrible drain on thf
finances of working girls occasioned by
the giving of Christmas gifts.
Then Mrs. Belmont, real founder of and

sponsor for the Spug movement, was in¬
troduced, and talked her way straight tc
the hearts of her hearers. Mrs. Belmont
prefaced her remarks with a plea thai
Washingtonlans might help to make the
Spug movement really national by placing
upon it the stamp of approval of the Na¬
tional Capital.

Hardship for Girls.
After telling how the idea happened to

be born, only a little more than on*

year ago, Mrs. Be mont told of condi
tione in many stores in New York where
girls earning jfc>t more than 18 a week
were forced by circumstances and condi¬
tions in the stores to go in debt as much
as $75 at Christmas, even being led to
steal jn order to "keep up appearances'
and to make a showing as having re¬
ceived at least as many gifts as othei
girls in the store. She told of half a
dozen instances coming under her ob¬
servation where girls and young womer
struggled for months with a burden ol
debt incurred in "the senseless, mad ex
change of gifts, and the equally Insane
unjust and un-ChritUian collective giving
"We are banded together." she said

"to abolish by popular vote this sense
less, silly custom, and to substitute for it
a saner, happier, more Christianlik<
Christmas. We want to abolish all thii
unfair taxation in the name of Christ
mas giving, and to put back Into Christ
mas some of the old spirit of good-fel
lowship and loving kindness and tendei
remembrance the season and the daj
have lost.

Wants True Spirit to Reign.
"We attack the insane, the mad. ex

change system, and we attack the equal
ly pernicious system of collective giving
in which each employe of an establish¬
ment or a department feels that he or sh<
must pledge a certain sum to go towarc
buying a gift for the person in authority

that establishment or department.
"But we do not attack.the spul

movement was not Inaugurated to at
tack.giving In the real spirit o
Christmas; the giving of gifts no
through fear, or to curry favor, or be
cause of custom.

\V e do not attack the age-long cus
torn of giving at Christmas througl
love and the pure Joy of giving. A1
we ask is, don't commercialize Christ¬
mas, as too many of us have been -do
ing. There are 364 other days in th<
year on which we may seek advance¬
ment in whatever way we may choose
but don't let's make Christmas. th<
only day on which many of us re¬
member the Founder of the religion w<
profess, a day of swapping, of sense¬
less exchanging of meaningless gifti
in a spirit of rivalry or for the pur¬
pose of advancing our own fortunes."

Spug Party in New York.
Mrs. Belmont told of the Spug party

which is to be held at the Grand Central
Palace in New York Christmas day.
Every member of the society in New
York, she said, is asked to attend and
to bring as a guest at least one person
who otherwise would not have a happy
Christmas. The applications for tickets
for the entertainment, she said, already
reached well into the thousands, and the
committees in charge except an attend¬
ance of between 15,000 and 30.000.
i Mrs. Hopkins, closing the meeting. In¬
dorsed the Spug movement in the name
of the National Civic Federation, and
urged every person present to come for¬
ward and enroll. In response to Mrs.
Hopkins' invitation the audience moved
toward the platform en masse, and within
two minutes a dozen or more active Spug
workers were being swamped under a

deluge of dimes, while the Spug pins,
emblems of the society, were being hand¬
ed out as rapidly as two doxen busy-
hands could manage.
At the close of the meeting Miss Mar¬

garet Wilson, daughter of the President,
was tendered the chairmanship of the
Washington Spugs. which she accepted.
Miss Wilson and her mother last night
became members of the soeiety. Mrs.
Wilson being made honorary chairmau
of the national society.

Prominent Women Attending.
Among those who attended todays

meeting were Miss Anne Morgan, daugh¬
ter of the late J. Pierpont Morgan, who
came on from New York to be present
at the launching of the Spug move¬
ment in Washington; Mrs. Mildred Reeves
of New York, Miss Maude Borland, fifth
national vice president of the Spugs;
Miss Edith Wetmore. Mrs. Samuel Spen¬
cer, Mrs. Horace Vandevanter, Mrs. Jus¬
tice Lurton. Mrs. Franklin K. Lane,
Mrs. John Johnston, Mrs. Charles Ham¬
mond. Mrs. Theodora North Mcl*aughliu,
Mrs. William Corcoran Hill, Mrs. Charles
Richardson, Mrs. William Grinnell, Mrs
H. A. Peckham. Mrs. George Howard
Mrs. Charles Goldsmith. Miss Helen
Squires. Mrs. Charles Hamlin, Mrs. Mary
Lockwood and the entire body of dele¬
gates to the National Women's Rivers
and Harbors Congress.

Police Inspection Postponed.
By order of the District Commission¬

ers. MaJ- Sylvester has directed that the
annual police lnsj^ction be postponed one
week. It was to have been made this
week. This afternoon Inspector Cross
made a preliminary Inspection of the
mounted police at New Hampshire avenue
and Park road.

DISTRICT ESTIMATES LESS
THAN SUM AVAILABLE

Appropriation of $14,354,-
754.49 Desired to Run

National Capital.

Increase Over Amount Set Aside for
the Current Year of

$3,016,926.38.

Needs of the District of Columbia for
the next fiscal year, as provided for in
the Commlssioncru estimate* rail for an

appropriation that is only $1,138.19 le**
than the total amount the District liea<!s
had at their disposal .n the framing of
the budget.
The balance available tor ^imaiei.

efter certain deductions had been made
from District revenues, and the remain
der doubled under the half-and-half plan
by which the federal government con¬

tributes to the upkeep of the National
Capital, was $14.rtS5,Stf»2.<fr> The «"on»-

' missioners' estimates call for an appro¬
priation of $14,.UV4,7:»4.4!«. will' ti is
$l.l.'iK19 less than the amount available.

Overestimate Indicated.
At first glance '.he total appropriation

requested would indicate an overestimate
of I l.'G. 7111.81. This is because estimate*
for the water department, amounting to

arc accounted for In the total
of ?14,401,014.4V given in the general local
estimates. As expenses ot the water de¬
partment are paid wholly from the water
fund, estimates for this department are
deducted from the total etated, leaving
a balance of $ 1*.Sit4.754.4tt.
The estimates of the Commissioners

show an increase over the appropriation
for the current year of g3.01ti,9*JS..'t8.
Concress last year having appropriated
for the needs of the District, not Includ¬
ing expenses of the water department,
the amount of g!1.337,JCS.ll.
In making up the budget the Commis¬

sioners used an estimate of anticipated
revenues for the fiscal year ending June
HO, 1«13. which was prepared by a com¬mittee consisting of Alonzo Tueedale,
auditor; William Richards, assessor,
and Charles C. Rogers, tax collector.

Figures Placed at $7,687,174.
This committee placed its figures at

$7,<187,174. From this amount of antici¬
pated revenues the District heads made
reductions, in accordant with law, for
reimbursements on account of certain
payments due the United Stabs Tiie
total reductions came to leav¬
ing a balance of $7.JW7.HfW.:U of anti *i-
pated revenues available for appropria¬
tions. ' i

This amount, doubled under the half-
and-half plan, produced a total appro¬
priation fund of $14,795,872.W. It then
became necessary to make still other re¬
duction# because of certain items which,
though they are provided for on the half-
and-half basis, are carried in bills other
than the District appropriation act. The
latter charges came to $4'«V.»w(i, leaving
a balance of $l4,a."M.Kr-.<vl available for
the District budget proper.

AGREEMENT IS EXPECTED
WITH NEW HAVEN RAILWAY
Several Points to Be Adjudged Bo-

fore United States Will Agree
Not to Sue.

Conferences between representatives of
the Department of Justice and of
New York, New Haven and Hartford
railroad were continued today at the de¬
partment. - .* '

Many difficulties in the way of agree¬
ment to prevent prolonged litigation
were understood to have been solved, but
several points remain to be settled 1>«-
fore the department will consent to adissolution decree without a court fight.Chairman Elliott of the New Havenboard and the attorneys for the railroadand some of Its allied lines .>pent sev¬eral hours before the conferences beganin going over points in the proposedagreement that have not been satis¬factory to Attorney General McReynolds.

Settlement Is Expected.
Predictions are freely made that the

negotiations have reached the state
where actual litigation in the courts\ will be avoided, and that the New

f Haven will effect a complete reorgani-
t zation, divorce its steamship, trolley
~ and railroad holdings to which objec¬tion has been made, and will bring it-- [ self entirely within the Sherman anti-*1 trust act.

Unless expected difficulties arise, it is
- declared, within the n<*xt few weeks the
¦ department will appear before som<-: United States district court and will asU
. for what it terms an " agreed decree"
, to which the New Haven will express5 consent. This step, if approved, will save
¦ years of litigation in the courts

SEEKS ABSOLUTE DIVORCE.
Mrs. Sarah Greenstein Also Asks for

Custody of Only Child.
Sarah Greenstein filed suit for an abso¬

lute divorce today from Blias (ireenstein,
said now to be a_ resident of New York
city. They were married November 4.1907, and have one child. A co-respond¬
ent is named.
Through Attorney J. B. Stein, the wife

says, her husband treated her with ex¬treme cruelty, once permitting her to re¬main in a delirious condition from illnessfor two days without summoning medicalaid. She left him but shortly afterward.A reconcilation was effected, w hich wasshort-lived, the wife asserts. Her hus¬band atrain mistreated her. she avers, andshe was forced to leave him in Jarftiary,lilll. The wife asks the custody of herchild and permission to resume her maid¬
en name of Sarah Traehtenbeix.

Whaley Denies Charges of Perjury.
Representative Whaley of South Caro¬

lina denied in toto before a House com-mittee on elections today the chargesthat lie had committed perjury in filinghis statement of expenditures underthe corrupt practice act. John P.Grace, mayor of Charleston, chargedthat Whaley had perjured himself andspent $60,000 to secure his seat in theHouse.

Washington News.
There is perhaps no better

ivay to keep out-of-town
friends informed as to Wash¬
ington news than to mall to
th«m from time to time a
copy of The Star after you
have finished with it. some¬
times marking an article of
special interest.

The out-of-town postage «f
today's Star is 2 cents.

Better yet. you might send
some one out-of-town a sub¬
scription to receive The Even¬
ing Star every day at the rate
of 40 cents a month, or The
Kvening and Sunday Star at
00 cents a month.


